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Media Release

A letter signed by Opposition Members of Parliament was handed over today (12t%)
to the Hon. Speaker, (Dr.) Jagath Wickramaratne, drawing attention to the delay in
appointments for the existing vacancies in the Superior Courts and requesting him,
as the Chairman of the Constitutional Council, to make a request to His Excellency
the President to take immediate action to fill the said vacancies, and also urging
him, as the Speaker of Parliament, to implement the provisions of the Constitution
and take steps to safeguard the independence of the judiciary, which is a principal

element of the sovereignty of the people.

Media Division
Office of the Leader of the Opposition
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12th June 2026

Hon. Speaker
Speaker of Parliament & Chairperson, Constitutional Council
Parliament of Sri Lanka

Prolonged Judicial Vacancies in the Supreme Court and Court of Appeal

We write to draw urgent attention to four vacancies in the Supreme Court and four vacancies in
the Court of Appeal, which have remained unfilled for an unacceptable period. This prolonged
failure appears inconsistent with Article 107(1) of the Constitution, which requires the President
to appoint Judges of the Supreme Court and Court of Appeal subject to the approval of the
Constitutional Council.

We respecttully request that the Constitutional Council ascertain whether the Hon. Chicef Justice
has formally notified the Constitutional Council or the President of these vacancies. If no such
notification has been made, we urge inquiry into the reasons for this omission.

The continued existence of these vacancies may discourage senior judges who are eligiblé for
promotion and create uncertainty regarding their career progression. Such judges may
reasonably expect to be considered for promotion in a fair and timely manner. The prolonged
delay in filling these vacancies may therefore raise concerns regarding the equal protection of
the law guaranteed under Constitution.

Beyond individual concerns, these vacancies adversely affect the efficient administration of
Justice, increase the burden on the existing judiciary, and undermine public confidence in the
Judicial system. Under Article 4(c) of the Constitution, the effective exercise of judicial power
through properly constituted courts is a fundamental constitutional obligation.

In your dual capacity as Speaker of Parliament and Chairperson of the Constitutional Council,
we respectfully request you to bring this matter to the attention of the Constitutional Council
and the President for immediate action, and to draw Parliament's attention to this constitutional
concern under Article 4(c).
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